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Week Two!
Hopefully everyone was able to find some time to rest and relax this past weekend.  Sunday was a very special day for our Elk Island Catholic Schools’ family.  On Sunday we celebrated the canonization of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, who has become the Patron Saint of EICS.  In Pope Francis’ homily he reiterated what an example of faith Mother Teresa can be for us today:  
“"Mother Teresa, in all aspects of her life, was a generous dispenser of divine mercy, making herself available for everyone through her welcome and defense of human life, those unborn and those abandoned and discarded," he said.
"She bowed down before those who were spent, left to die on the side of the road, seeing in them their God-given dignity. She made her voice heard before the powers of this world, so that they might recognize their guilt for the crime of poverty they created."
May Saint Teresa of Calcutta be an example to all of us to live our lives humbly, with patience, love and understanding.  May God Bless you week ahead.  
Important Dates:
September 9th, 2016-Forms and Payment Due for the Red Deer Catholic Youth Conference (open to all students in grades 9-12)
September 13, 2016-5pm Meet the Teacher BBQ 
September 13, 2016-First Parent Council Meeting EVERYONE is welcome @ 6pm in the library
September 16, 2016-PD Day No School
September 19-23, 2016-Kananaskis Grade 7 Camping Trip
September 24, 2016-Canadian Student Leadership Conference
September 30-October 2, 2016-Catholic Youth Conference Red Deer
Additional Information:
We have an AWESOME faith formation opportunity coming up right away for any students in grades 9-12.  The Wild West Catholic Youth Conference is being held in Red Deer at the end of the month.  Registration forms are available at the office.  The keynote speaker is Fr. Tony from New Orleans, probably one the absolute BEST speakers that truly understands how to connect with our youth today.  Help your son/daughter to become more enlightened and connected to their faith. Please speak to Mrs. Thiessen if you have any questions and/or require additional details.  Forms and money are due September 9, 2016.



EICS Division Theme:  Altar’d In Faith
At St. Mary’s we truly believe in the important connection between school, church and home.  As we embrace our school division theme for the year at school, we want to help give you ways to think about how you can be “Altar’d in Faith” at home/daily life.  One way is to believe that we are tied to one another, that there are no “others.” Some call it enlightened self-interest, this belief that we must help each other not out of pity or charity, but because it’s ultimately good for ourselves and for our own families. By helping other people, we help create a safer, better community for ourselves and our kids. As Christians, we believe that we exist in one community, that there are not “other people” that we’re helping, that there are no “other people’s kids.” We believe that our lives are tied to one another’s, that all kids are our kids. Seek to be interconnected, and take up one another’s causes as your own, because those are our causes too.  
1:1 Technology Update
Do you still require technology for your child?  You can still sign up for the Chromebook lease program through Powerschool (or by contacting the main office).  The cost to lease a Chromebook for the year is $65.  Alternatively, Staples is still offering some great deals through their “Tools For Schools” program.  Gerald, the general manager at the Sherwood Park Staples, has even offered to travel to Vegreville to deliver any items that are ordered.  If this is of interest to you, please contact:
staplesschooltools@gmail.com
Website News:
Our school calendar is updated daily so be sure to check it out!  Want to know when your favorite St. Mary’s team is playing, all event information is also included on our school website calendar.  https://stmy.eics.ab.ca/
Pourhouse Café:  Special Offer!  All St. Mary’s students receive 10% off their order any time they visit the café.  This offer does not extend to our hot lunch program.  			                  
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HOT LUNCH:  Monthly order is attached to this “Snapshot”.  Try out the new and exciting menu items.  
St. Mary’s Hot Lunch Monthly Order Form (Payment can be made at the main office or buy cheque payable to St. Mary’s School)
September 12
______ Pizza Bun and Tossed Salad  $8
______ Chicken Caesar Wrap  $7
September 14
______ Chicken Alfredo   $8
______Deli Sandwich with Soup  $7
September 19
_____ Mandarin Chicken Salad  $7
_____ Taco Salad   $8
September 21
_____ Chicken Quesadilla with Salad   $8
_____ Calzone (ham, pep and salami)  $8
September 23
_____ Burrito and Salad  $7
_____ Chicken Stir Fry with Rice  $7
September 26
_____ Spaghetti with Meat Sauce $7
_____ Large Pizza Sub (pep, ham, salami) $8
September 28
_____ Chicken Souvlaki and Rice $8
_____ Lasagna with Garlic Toast  $8
September 30
_____ Shepherd’s Pie $7
_____ Philly Cheese Wrap (beef, green peppers, cheddar and mozzarella cheese) $8
                                                                                                                           ______________Total Purchase

Extra-Special Welcome!
We always love to expand our St. Mary’s Family.  This year we have three new teacher additions.  From left to right Ms. K Wagner, Mr. J McFadyen and Mr. C Paulichuk.
A little bit more about our new staff:  
My name is Katherine Wagner. I was born and raised in Provost Alberta . I recently graduated from the University of Alberta, with my education degree, where I majored in Physical Education and minored in Biology!  I am teaching Math, Science, PE and Art at St. Mary’s School.
Hi my name is Justin McFadyen! I love food and my white German Shepherd named Guardian. I graduated from the University of Alberta in July 2015 after several years of college and university. I’m also still currently enrolled and taking classes full time at the university. I grew up in Hanna and moved to Camrose in grade seven. I have always been playing two to three sports growing up and try to learn a new sport every couple years. My favorite sports to play are indoor soccer, squash and football. In my downtime between working, university and sports, I play video games and travel. I have traveled to seven different countries and 40 states.
Hi, my name is Curtis Paulichuk and I am teaching Phys.Ed 7, 8, 9, Social Studies 8, and Sport Medicine 15. I have taught at Two Hills School for 19 years and very happy to make a change to St. Mary’s School. I am married with twin boys who are 15 years of age named Ty and Harrsion.
My passions are volleyball, golf, curling, and hiking in the mountains. Our family loves to travel and we have journeyed to Spain, Greece, Portugal, Mexico, Egypt, Jerusalem, Turkey, and Morocco.
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All consent forms/school forms are now on-line through your PowerSchool login.  Please visit your child’s page to ensure we have all of your information correct.  This includes really important items like your emergency contacts, medical info and home address.  
Don’t have access to PowerSchool?  Please contact our front office staff for assistance or come in to the school.  We will also have computers set-up during our “Meet The Staff” night on September 13, 2016 to fill in your family information.  
We thank you in advance for your cooperation.  This information is essential to the school and for your son/daughter’s personal safety.  
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